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INTRODUCTION. 


Two reasons will account for the appearance of this ele- 
mentary work. In the first place, ability to read the Hebrew 
text of the Old Testament is now a requisite for admission 
to many of our Theological Seminaries; particularly is it 
required of the candidates for admission to the Berkeley 
Divinity School, for whom this treatise is especially pre- 
pared. In many cases— happily becoming fewer every day, 
from the increasing interest in Hebrew —the student fruit- 
lessly seeks for some one capable of instructing him in the 
rudiments of the language, and the task of learning to read 
the text with the help of a Grammar alone seems a difficult 
one. And it is indeed difficult, because the Grammars do 
not treat this matter in sufficient detail, or illustrate it with - 
enough examples. In fact, they do not seem to appreciate 
the beginner’s chief trouble, and so do not provide for it. 
And yet ten years’ experience in teaching this language 
demonstrates that the fluent reading of the text is one of the 
greatest difficulties which the learner has to encounter, and 
which indeed is rarely thoroughly overcome. It is not 
strange that (1) the unaccustomed forms of the letters ; 
(2) the method of reading from right to left, — backward as 
it were ; (3) the vowels above, below, and in the line, thus 
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_Inaking ‘virtually three lines to be carried in the eye at once 4 
(4) the vocal and silent sh’yas ; (5) the doubtful vowels, etc.,— 
in view of all these things, it is not strange that the reading 
of the text seems to the beginner an arduous task. And yet 
if it is not perfectly acquired, the student, as he goes on, 
finds his troubles much increased from his inability to rec- 
ognize and pronounce at once the printed forms of words. 

2. To meet this difficulty is the second reason for the 
publication of this little book. A thoroughly elementary 
Grammar, with exercises by way of illustrating each subject 
presented, was sought for in vain. Most of the Grammars 
merely give the general principles or abstract rules, with 
few or no examples to illustrate them. Kalisch’s Grammar, 
however (published in England), is constructed on the plan 
of illustrating the principles with exercises, and so seems to 
meet the want alluded to better than any other; but the 
elementary points are not as fully illustrated in detail as 
seems desirable. The expense of this Grammar also puts it 
beyond the reach of most theological students. 

The aim of this work is to give the student all that is 
needful to enable him to read the text of the Old Testament, 
keeping rigorously to the plan of stating clearly and pre- 
cisely everything that is essential to this purpose. This 
work is not a Hebrew Grammar, but it is a guide and a 
help to the reading of the text of the Hebrew Bible. One 
thing is given at a time, with exercises for practice, so that 
each point may be perfectly comprehended. It is hoped 
that the book is so constructed as to enable the learner to 
read the Hebrew text without the services of the living 
teacher. The author has taken nothing for granted on the 
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part of the student. Bya systematic and progressive plan of 
arrangement, which he must follow closely and. steadily, 
he is led on from section to section. No section must be 
begun until the preceding one is thoroughly mastered. Noth- 
ing at all is gained by haste or skimming. The exercises 
under each section are to be written, not merely once or 
twice, but many times over, until perfect familiarity with the 
forms and sounds of the characters and signs is acquired. 

The exercises should always be read aloud, over and over 
again, until each word can be pronounced at sight, without 
stammering or hesitation. Fluency of reading will only be 
the result of constant practice. 

In order to write the English words in Hebrew characters 
the student will be careful to note how each consonant and 
vowel is represented. The equivalents herein adopted differ 
somewhat from those which are commonly made use of; 
e.g. Tsara is usually represented by @, which might be pro- 
nounced like e in mete. It is here represented by @ as in 
Jate, and so is not liable to be pronounced grave, d, or short, d@, 
or like ee. 

In giving the pronunciation of the names of the conso- 
nants, of the vowels, and of the other signs affecting the 
text, phonetic spelling has been adopted, which, though 
looking awkward to a scholar, will prevent wrong pronun- 
ciation on the part of the learner. Wherever ch occurs, it 
is always hard, as in chasm, cholem. The book is labelled 
“‘ for beginners,” but it is hoped that the advanced scholar 
will not be able to charge it with inaccuracy or lack of 
perspicuity. 

How far we have succeeded in enabling the student to 
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read fluently the text of the Hebrew Bible must be ascer- 
tained by a faithful and regular use of the book itself. May 
it, in its humble way, so have assisted him in laying the 
foundations of his Hebrew learning, that he may more easily 
advance in the prosecution of so sacred a study. 


MippLEtTown, Epiphany, 1872. 
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§1. THE ALPHABET. 


Hrsrew is written and read from right to 
left. The letters, which are twenty-two in 
number, are exclusively consonants, though 
some of them have also the power of vowels. 
These letters, with their respective names and 
sounds, are given on page 11. 

It will be noticed that two of them, namely, 
aléf and dyin, are represented by no English 
equivalent. Ahléf is usually likened to the 
spiritus -lenis (’) of the Greeks, or to the sdlent 
hin our word hour. Hence practically it has 
no sound. 

The true sound of &yin— which was proba- 
bly similar to the Arabic Ain —is said to be 
unpronounceable by our organs of speech. It 
is represented in the Septuagint sometimes by 
y, Sometimes by the spiritus asper, sometimes 
by the spiritus lenis. Attempts of grammarians 
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to exhibit its power by, g, ch, ’h, gn, rg, ete., 
merely show the impossibility of adequately 
representing it. _ In the midst of such difficulty’ 
and uncertainty of designating its pronunci- 
ation, the method of passing it over altogether 
as having no sound has been adopted, after 
the example of the German universities, and 
on the authority of many grammarians. 

In the last column of the Table on the op- 
posite page the similar letters are placed side 
by side, in order that the student, at a glance, 
may note both their points of resemblance and 
of difference. 

At the bottom of the same column are given 
the five letters (called dilatabiles) which are 
used in manuscripts and old editions of the 
Bible in order to avoid the blank space which 
would otherwise occasionally remain in the 
line, from the fact that no word is ever allowed 
to be divided at the end of a line. Such di- 
vision is now avoided in modern printing by 
judicious spacing. 

Nore 1.— The names of the letters are monosyllabic, except 


those of ahlef, geemel, dahleth, zayin, lahmeth, sahmek, ayin, and 
tsahthay. 


Nore 2.—The learner can acquire familiarity with the forms and 
sounds of these letters only by writing them down, and uttering the 
sound of each as often as he writes it. This practice must be per- 
sisted in until each consonant can be recognized with facility, and 
pronounced readily and without the slightest hesitation. 
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in this book.|| of Shape. 
Ab-léf Ny 53 
| b 
/Bayth - 53 
Gee-mél | g 
} d onal 
jDab-leth |, 
Hayes 5° h ae 
abv. . . apa 
Za-yin. Z ; 
Chayth -| ch "OD 
Tayth t 
Yothe y DD 
Kat k 
Lah-méth| 1 y 2? 
Maim m : 
Noon n oe 
| Sah’-mék | s 
A-yin y Dilated. 
| Pay y ™ 
| f 
Tsah’-thay| ts ~— 
Kofe k 
Raysh r = 
Sheen sh 
Seen 8 = 
t 
Tahv th ee 
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Rem. 1. These characters are Chaldee, not Hebrew. The proper 
Hebrew letters are found only on monuments and coins. 


Rem. 2. In writing these characters, observe that the horizontal 
strokes are heavy, while the perpendicular ones are light. 


Rem. 3. The letters and their sounds are first to be thoroughly 
learnt, and afterwards their names should be acquired. 


2. It will be noted that each of the letters k, 
8, t, th, and v have two equivalents in Hebrew. 
The learner will therefore carefully note that 
when the following Hebrew letters are intended 
to be expressed, the English equivalents in the 
Exercises are printed in ‘italics. 


ee 5.85 Wits Wee 3, v. 


3. As certain of the letters closely resemble 
each other, the beginner must take care not to 
confound 3 with 5; 3 with 3; 5 with .; 3 with 
3; m with 4; 4 with n; 4 with n; > with 4; 
1 with *; 4 with +; } with 3; 4 with 7; 0 with 2; 
DO with 0; » with x; > with VY; 0 with 2. 

What is the difference in form between 
Dahleth and final Kaf? between Zayin and 
final Noon? Hay and Chayth? Vahv and final 


Noon? Chayth and Tahv? Bayth and Kaf? 


Hay and Tahv? Geemel and Noon? Samek 
and final Maim? Dahleth and Raysh? Ayin and 


final Tsahthay? Vahv and Yothe? Vahy and - 


Raysh? Ayin and Tsathay? Sheen and Seen? 


Rem. The dot over ti and ® is called the Diacritical Pornt. 


4, When Kaf, Maim, N’ oon, Pay, or Tsahthay 








oe 


bee 


ee J. ee 


SP are. 
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occur at the end of words, they are written as 
in the column headed “ Final.” 

5. In Hebrew the letters and words follow 
each other from right to left. Thus our word 
moutH, written Hebrew-wise, would be Hruom. 


Nore.—TH must be represented by 3 or mn, not by H2; sH by B, 
never by md; Ts by X, never by om. 


EXERCISE I. 


Write in Hebrew characters the following 
consonants : 


[ When either M, N, K, F, or TS occurs at the end of words in this 
and other Exercises, take care to give it its “final” form.] 


5, 1;.8h,-th, § hy vy, 1m, ts;.0, che p, m7, 6.2%, ¢, 
_k, sh, z, g, ts, v, k, s, d, r, &, ts final, k, m, s, th, 
ch, th, r, b, h, n, v, 1, y, 4 sh, g, t, k, d,s, n final, 
*z, m, p, ts, y, b, th, m final, %, s, g, r, f final, d, 
th, ¢, 1, k final, y, z,'v, b, s, t, g, h, k, f, p, t,-k, 
v, n, r, b, ts, th, ch, h, gt goa, 1, wt, am, 
s, k, ch, v, k, ptr, yms, yhn, mth, mrk, lk, hbrvs, 
thsIns, lyh, trm, thsn, mss, dkf, tschy, shpl, prf, 
rtsv, shrg, chshl, hshm, hlk, btsm, yhvh, mshpié, 
tsthkh, gzl, gthl, myth, ythvm, kmn, kmv, Imnk, 
kim, krv, sprts, bchn, rchf, shlf, brk, srh, vrhm, 
vkshv, ytschk, ysrl, dn, krch, shmn, yhéh, rchl, 
shel, lin, blhn, bin, srg, yAshn, A&tn, mzmr, 
mktl, sn. 


oa 


oo 


Norr.— This Exercise should be written many times, until 
perfect familiarity with the forms and sounds is acquired. 
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EXERCISE IT. 


Write the English equivalents for the con- 
sonants in Genesis i., see p. 45, passing over & 
and » when they occur, as having no sound. 
Practice both writing and pronouncing the 
consonants in this chapter until any and every 
letter can be pronounced at sight. 


Nore.— The learner ought not to go on to the following exer- 
cises until he is as thoroughly familiar with the forms and sounds 
of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet as he is with his own A B C. 


§2. THE VOWELS. 


I. Toe Lone Vowets. 

1. For convenience and simplicity we may 
divide the vowels into two classes, viz. five long 
and five short. The long vowels are: 


Sounded as Represented by 
Kah-méts ay ii in father, a 
Tsay-ray or‘, 4 in fate, a 
Chee’-rék a ee in feet, ee 
Cho-lém tor !, din over, 0 
Shoo-rék 4, 00 in fool, 00 


Nore. — The horizontal line represents the consonant to which 
the vowel belongs ; “> means, therefore, that the vowel , stands 
beneath the consonant; — that the vowel stands over the consonant. 
Ch should be pronounced hard, as in chasm. 


2. The vowels are mostly pronounced after 
the consonant under which they stand, e.g. 
2—=ba; *2=ba; 2 —=ma; ‘D = kee; kii final 
is written thus 5. 











nw a — — = 


I 
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When cholem (defectively written —) follows a 
consonant it is placed over it, e.g. 3—= bod; = 
po; 3= dor; 516. Cholem ( fully written 4) 
and Shoorek 4, stand in the line with the other 
consonants, e.g. Dip — kom; Dp = koom. 


Tsayray or Cholem finishing a word must ) 


always be written fully. 


EXERCISE III. 


Pronounce, and write in English letters the 
following Hebrew syllables. 


[As dilef and ayin have no sound, they may, for the sake of con- 
venience, be represented by a dash (thus DY may be written —am ; 
RED —= mitsi-; tee = -tisoo; >32 — ma-il, etc.), or they may be 
left unexpressed. | 


3, °D, 9B; 1, , B, ,  , T, , 2, 8 

, 95%, 3,0, @, 1, 90, 0,0, °O, 1, %B, %, 
"B17, 7, 7, 2, 1,99, ND, DP, 1, 2, 
Dy 4B, 97, eT, Hs 9253, Fs 1s Ds 7B 2, 
Ty, Dy WD, Cy, 9593, PP, AD WN, 9D, *2; 


ey, °, 90, °R, Ay 7, 90, 1, "D4, 1, 7, 1S, 


15, 3; 3), B19 ee ee ee 
8, 1,99, 01, 1s Bs ey Bs By BP 


aie "2, "8, x, 5, Be 5 nn, "TI, “1, Bay 24 , "2 


d, "p> In, 5, 42, TT, X, 13; Sy 5, a7; 0, 10, n, 
21a, 3, aD ¢ (x, > > 2, nm, 1; 1S 5 2; 0, 
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EXERCISE IV. 
Pronounce and write in English letters the 
following Hebrew words. 


75, M0, OW, WW, DID, 34, 33, Dp, Op, a7, | 


JM, D5, D9, 23, TD, Hh, Oo, Ths, tay, me, 7, 


72, VIM, DT, "&, FM, 35, WD, OF, Bio, ap, ow, * 


mo, 195, 39>, MB, 73, 72, PT, BY, Pp, WW, wm,” 


719, D9, 397, 37, PP, DD, OM, 7K, by, OD, 
DO, 2N, 13, 57, 77, 2an, nD, w, wo, ata, 1, 


TN, 7, On, yn, D7, AA, shy, yap, 1, a,” 
DAE, 377, MAN, MPD, O'D, D3, NI, THN, wry, oD, 


TO, JW, 03,53, 490, oF, 3, 3D, ow, ow, 

27, T8, THT, O°D, 59D, Wa, 75, 5, OrD, dy, 

YO, BP, 9%, VII, WB, 74, 3, pv, on, wp, 

29, DP, YP. TI, 0, 7D, 399, EL, mma, 94, yap, 

BI, PI, YM, TW, a, 9B, py, d9o, 03, vid, 

7D, OF, PH, W, 72, 73, 9, FO, 79, 2, 
EXERCISE V. 


Propounce the following Hebrew words. 


pom, DYB, pea, jon, dav, wien, dani, 


"ON, Teta, bos, Dv, Nwy, Tay, ys, ovin, 
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87 MES SBN, OE, PE, Ta, TE, TNT, at, 
TH, DZ, SNP, 779, 1, PI, Bom, 2on, 
THR PR PI, OB, Py, OR, wien, 
M32, VORB, WNT, FN, DN, Fd, WIN, Hei, 
"Ny HEI, PR PL, ABR, sa, nqwhe, whe, 
VARs PIT FAQ, WN, 2, Fra, 22, TD, OD, 
WR, PPB, DY, sha, Sayi, pate, heb, are, 
2224 up, Gan, opi, 12, ond, pEa, ziars, 
VaR, JZ, HD, ae, abn, mow, py, OD, 
“DTT Wp, VFO, nazin, os, yan, S47, bon, 


v 


Nore. — The learner will practice upon each of these Exercises 
until each word can be pronounced at sight. 


EXERCISE VI. 


Write in Hebrew characters the following 
syllables and words, writing from right to left. 
N.B.— Do not use the dotted G or K (> or 5) after a vowel. 

Ba, di, vee, sd, Ja, mee, noo, ga, shoo, ki, bee, 
cho, hoo, tha, 16, see, no, pa, 40, yee, zoo, mii, 
tsi, ya, ho, fa, va, chee, ta, lee, koo, ro, i, go, ya, 

‘sha, dee, ha, yd, na, moo, la, yoo, kee, tso, fee, 

‘Za, vee, loo, kd, s&, nd, roo, k6, sha, chi, tee, ti, 

shd, biin, bon, loon, dag, kol, dan, bath, Vay, 

tseets, shoom, geesh, yaz, cheel, man, keer, gol, 

chath, tsoor, zik, yam, mots, meets, éath, yoth, 
8 


re 





i | 


~ 


at SS ee ee 


18 GUIDE TO READING THE HEBREW TEXT. 


dir, nats, loog, pool, bil, bos, seen, hats, lool, 
dith, chak, hin, rah, reev, poth, book, liz, 
cheesh, bor, toov, chok, lav, dir, moot, seer, 
sok, tal, yith, kim, moosh, ool, yf, viz, NAV, 
son, sooth, mam, noon, NiGy, Nam, rash, Poth, 
sheen, ir, yoor, tir, ddv, han, pook, gin, been, 


shoov, booz, tool, pits, neef, yom. 


EXERCISE VII. 


Write in Hebrew characters the following 
words. 


Kithoov, tishay, binoo, yichal, tireeth, 
tafook, nikoom, hirats, yashav, shileem, 
bohoo, #itdl, chithish, maleets, neesin, tdhoo, 
barak, shildm, yalak, £oloth, yaikoom, komiih, 
reeshon, rakeem, biisar, yothar, hateev, hdleeth, 
yameem, yonak, yikir, kéleel, naval, nosas, 
haneef, zathiin, ziikoor, sheeriinoo, tiikeemoo, 
marichok, holeethd, riithifoo, yonikeem, oovii- 
noth, yakeemoo, tofafoth, yozavath, kokiveem, 
hiriree, yoyiireev, ydchiniin, bimotha, siiree- 
geem, sookithee, sheerithanoo, tosheevanee. 


3. When s is unprovided with a vowel sign, 
and follows any long vowel, it merely serves to 
prolong the sound of such vowel: e.g. N72 
bara ; “xm = tatsa; si. = bo; N"7p = kiaree; 
NTO = nasoo. 





Paee 
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m may serve the same purpose, when it 
sae at the end .of a word, after _, ., -, 
lor cror 5 2.1L} 6.2. nai = gala, riba = gala, 
m3 ey - 

We have already seen that *, having no 
vowel of its own, after _ or _ simply serves to 
make the prolonged sound of the vowel Tsara 
or Cheerék; and that 1, with no vowel under 
it, or immediately preceding it, loses its con- 
sonantal power entirely, and becomes a mere 
holder of the vowel _. These letters therefore 
quiesce or rest in the following vowels : 

S in any long vowel or in _. 

nm final in _, , ., -, and _3 

1 in} or 4; 

vin *_ or *_ (or *_ § 2. IT. Obs. 3). 

4, But whee either of these letters is pro- 
vided with a vowel sign, it must be regarded 
as a consonant; e.g. in 2WWN, N, as it has a 
vowel under it, must be a consonant; so in 7H, 
m must be a consonant; so in 31, 75>, 33, 
the Vav and Yothe are Lousonane: (cf. § 9, L ) 


EXERCISE VIII. 


Pronounce the following words; and in each 
case state whether the 8, 5, 1, or > is quiescent 
or not. 


N°F7, N10, TH, 82, 70, N32, ND, NIB, NB, INB 





——e 





“— 
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TaN? Gey, nti, x2, soy, 207, *, wis, 
DIN, NM, ON7S, NO", ON, ON, NOND, Hop, 
ONT, YI", NI, nine, INT, ION, mN2, mass, 
ANDO, 828, 8120, 75>, ONE, ND, TINE, ANB, 
M2) 182, 8Ip, ONan, szin, ap, "ONSD, TR, 
2 POY, PAM 1, 3, pps, ROR, 517, 91, 
81D, NID, Tp, doom, TaN", OXI, sw, Dien, 
R150, aNin, xd, NM, DN> Tan, Na, Nn, 


8775, a4, x72), 


5. (4) When Cholem (without 1) follows jy, or 
precedes &, it coincides with the diaeritical point 
of these letters, the single dot serving both as 
the vowel 0, and as determining the sound of 
0, so that wz = bosh, for 03; os — som, 
for dn. 

(4) If Cholem (defectively written) follows w, 
or precedes ‘py, it is written over the opposite 
arm ; so that Tw = shoth ; mi = yosa. 


EXERCISE Ix, 


Write in Hebrew characters the following 
words (5 in every instance to be written 
defectively, i.e. with the simple _ ), 


Chosan, choshan, yoshav, sholam, chisof, 
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taifos, shodfaé, sdrok, mdshak, shdrds, shorats, 
shalosh, shokav, AOshé, nosax, noshan, shoval, 
vosith, yoshar, tosheev, sdkar, yishOm, shOmam, 
sonax, naéshos, shoyar, soraf, yishok, shokan, 
noshak, goshee, sorak, mdshavith, koshal, sdkak, 
yoshana, piirdsh, shdvee, meeshor, shokakiih, 
doshish, taishdvnih, bdshishoo, yikoshtee. 


EXERCISE X. 


Pronounce and write in English characters 
the following words. 


- Notr.— When not preceded by a vowel ti—dsh; medial 3 —= 
ds. When & has no vowel under it w= sd; B= shod, except at 
the end of words, when it is ds. 


DW, 11, Wa, J, wp", Jw, Ws, pw, po | 
07, Ww, x20, 7, nis», wpa, dwn, pw, wa,) 
FON, DIB, wre, wid, won, Tor, ww, did,’ 
oe), da, nw, WI, age, ows, Jon, Fin,4 
wa, Pet) Wb) nn, 7, ae, jew, sy; 
OU, We, jew, won, Stir, wea, sitn, oni, 
Jon, por, pus, wr, ron, ath, ons, wo, 
pia, Wep, mow, mvp, ww, viva, wih, HS 
bi9, 200, piiy, azo, tit! 

Nore. — The student should not go on to the following Exercises 


until he has perfectly mastered the principles already presented. 
Thoroughuess cannot be too often or too strongly insisted upon. 
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II. The short vowels are: 


Sounded as Represented by 


Pat-tach 


z & in dish, i 
Ség’-01 — é in mét, é 
Chee’-rék a I in pin, I 
Ka’-méts Chii-toof’_ 6 in hot, 0) 
Kib’-boots 43 ti in fall, tl 


Rem. 1. Cheerek, ~, and Kibboots, =, in open (§ 4. 2) or in 
accented syllables are, however, long. 

Rem. 2. Kamets (broad i) and Kamets Chatoof (short 0) have 
the same form; the rule for distinguishing the one from the other 
will be given further on (§ 8). 


Rem. 3. Segol sometimes quiesces in %, and hence assumes the 
form *~. 


Rem. 4. Pattach and Segol at the end of words quiesce with 4; 
"eg. M2 ma; nv—sé, 


, EXERCISE XI. 


Pronounce and write in English characters 
the following syllables. 

Norer.— In this Exercise ~ is short 0. 
27, 18) 72. 03, oF, 55, ay, b3, 55, 49, 1, nn 
50, oN, oD, 2; Js, aN, Vis oN, ne, a2, QD, 73, 
73, D2, PY, WL, TB, OA, AE, Og, an, pr, by, 72 
M2, Of, 37, D8, 92, Wp, Wp, 03, du, up, da, 
37 PRs 9%, 72,02, ON, pO, O32, BD, 4m, iS, 29, 


OU, 7S, 72, mA, 2, m, yn, 17, 92, wn, d4, 
PP, 34,93, 7) V2, 3p, Ft, 83, 0M, 13, yn, aR, 
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' np, BA, pO, H2, Ws, Op, Wm, W, 98, d2, 40, 
( m2, Ht, OM, p&, 3, 1, dp, pr, on, Ba open, 
| we SS; 42, 0), na, na, Vw, ba, 72; 77, hes 


72, 30, 9, Op, 72, Of, 52, pr, o), mx, 20, 
12,7], PY, 12 JB, 22, Om, 2d, a8, Fa, on, 


nm, yo, 71, WL, 20, 30, OE, ON, JB, TT, da, o2, 
32,70, P2, 72,237, ™, 


EXERCISE XII 


, Pronounce and write in English characters ty 
the following words. 


Norr.—In this Exercise the student will pay no attention to 
this mark, —; but write and pronounce the word as if it were absent 
Tseel 3 e.g. M22 malkih. — herein is not short 3. 


922, VIN, O23, np, 27, TW, naa, 728 





2302, 182, ON2, O22, 21, wD, dovix, quiz, : | 
37RD, DEST, 37, 733, oe, noe, mags, byps, 
MRL, YO, WN, OT, FOS, Iw, may, wz, 
FPDP, 1703, d>ox, 2712, 2425, nNw, TIM, 753, 





t nel”, VN, FI, Opa AN}, 30%, a0", “a0, 
\ apvea, OSD, So, en 2, 2293, Sara, dudn, 


| DUS", NAO, IDA, wry, 75, 732, S2bp, 
WATIM, NEY, SWIQ, NINZ, I, Baws, pwrw, 


i ere 5 -siedobegine =) aw ~ 4 re ere : fet ss 
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TAYE, ONTA, Haw, TPQ, Fev, mgbwn, dpdp, 
TRA, BWA, HOw, poy, osyp, aos, DINED, 
PER, TEP. ORD, MEY, MBB, may, op 


? 


? 


Sete, TEA, WOM, ob, dpdp, jax, armas 


TH", 2328, N22, IpEa, waz, nvwn, naz, 


N 


e032, TION, PADS, Tee, ww, paw, NIP, 
TAP, PBS, MR, pr, woe, IED, abs, 


‘AHMWwAN, wnbadn, inewan, 


EXERCISE XIIt. 


/ Write in Hebrew characters the following 
~~ syllables and words. 

Dag, min, gith, pen, kaf, puch, dim, chk, 
shath, k6l, gin, yath, ziv, bin, kén btn, dél, 
zum, div, diin, him, hil, s&l, d&th, har, gol, yiz, 
yish, path, yésh, nir, xél, nak, sim, Nish, yim, 
yam, yun, yil, viv, tsin, rats, shév, ge sh, riv, 
né-fésh, mé-lék, gathal, katKl, kothésh, lihém, 
bakém, ré-gél, morag, chiléf,. dé-rék, tifén, 
tsimda, k6dvnd, shooshin, shiikiv, shomrih, 
tiktol, timik, toztil, ké-lév, dalyoo, botsriih, 
‘htishkiv, mikriich, tachmod¢h, miknéh, yigléh, 
yayin, piirish, moshth, yavan, mé-lich, 1é-chém, 
natsal, choshék, miikdish, sifra, milkee, yin- 
tan, gtidhld, chévron, rishpa, nistiir, nafshee, 
‘ birkith, chiifshee, bitén, kilydth, yirbéh, bil- 





ee 


a 
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var, tachtéka, xélkoshee, mizlag, mishméréth, 
mishpachto, hora¢htém, shimshon, yischit, shik- 
mee, hdnchal, kirbal, hiftsar, chodfzee, pdlpal, 
biltee, xéthkém, xodsifka, shdvranee, siksikti, 
hothdashnih, timshdlnih, hithrichitstee, tith- 
chalchal, tithmogagnih. 


§ 3. THE SH’VA. 


1. Every consonant which — standing at the 
beginning or in the middle of a word —has no 
vowel, and is not a quiescent letter (§ 2, 3), is 
provided with a sign to indicate the absence of 
a vowel. 

2. A consonant at the end of a word does 
not take this sign, unless it be preceded by 
another vowelless letter. 

Exc. Final Kaph (7), however, when it has no vowel, always 
takes the sign. ® may also omit it, even if it be preceded by a 
vowelless letter. It is then called otiané. 

8. This sign has the form of our colon, _, 
and is placed under a letter, thus 3. and is 
called simple Sh’va. 


- 4. Simple Sh’va may be either vocal or silent. 

(a) It is always vocal under the jirst letter of 
a word; e.g. 40m = t'mdl. 

(6) It is always sélent under the Just letter 
of a word; e.g. AN = at. 

(c) Both sh’vas under the two final letters of 
a word are silent; e.g. nbup = kiatalt. 

: 7 





® 


ee 
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(d) In the middle of a word it is sometimes 
vocal, sometimes silent. 
(1.) If preceded by an unaccented short 
vowel it is silent. 
(2.) It is, however, vocal if preceded by 
(a) an unaccented long vowel; 
(6) another sh’va; 
(c) Diigesh Forte (§ 5, 2, 3); 
(d) Metheg (§ 7, 3); 
(e) *Vav conversive, 1; 
(f) the *Article, 5; or, 
(g) if it stands between two similar 
letters, e.g. 35571 = hi-l-loo. 

Nore. —* These occur only at the beginning of words ; e.g. "174 
is to be read vi-y’-hee, not vay-hee; it" = hi-y’-soth, not 
hiy-soth. 

(e) If two Sh’vas occur in the middle of a 
word, the first is silent, the second is sounded. 


5. The sound of vocal Sh’va is that of the 
very short 6 in mystery, or in catechism. Fix 
the lips to pronounce a consonant (e.g. b, p, 
or t) open the mouth, gently exhale the breath, 
and the sound of Sh’va is produced. It is, in 
fact, just enough of a sound to get a letter out 
of the mouth. Plane, in Hebrew, would. be’ 
written 755; kree == 7p; bloom = 013. P 


Rem. 1. Vocal Sh’va in the exercises is represented thus (’); e.8. 
32 B’ki. Silent Sh’va (the mere syllable divider) is not designated 
in the exercises; e.g. yimlok must be written 9>2". 3m? 1d 
be expressed by niktav. 
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Rem. 2. It may simplify the matter of determining vocal from 
silent Sh’va in the middle of a word, to remember that after an un- 
accented short vowel, or an accented long one, Sh’va is generally ji 
silent ; in other caseg it is almost always vocal. 


Rem. 3. An aspirate (§ 5, 1) without Dagesh Lene (§ 5, 1) shows 
that the preceding Sh’va is vocal. 


6. The compound Sh’vas (which are chiefly 
used with the guttural letters, viz. snmy) are: 


Chi’-téf Pattach, —, very short 4, as in Germany, 
Chi’-téef Ség’-0l, —, very short é, as in imbecile. 
Chi’-tef Ki’-méts, _, very short 6, as in dvory. 


These compound Sh’vas are always vocal; and 
will be represented in the exercises by a small 
a, e, or o written above the line; e.g., nE">n = 
cheleefih ; 772 = bicheree ;_ pry = yéchezik, 


EXERCISE XIV. 


Write in Hebrew characters the following 
words, taking care to put in the s¢lent as well 
as the vocal Sh’vas. 

Bna, b’yath, ’yom,!meend, I’ki, k’shor, m'leets, 
skan, lvoosh, d’var, chee, y’foth, z’man, v0, 
@thol, vgaim, xemor, lochlee, snéh, »¢hén, téxe- 
laf, heyah, xemats, mithyin, yitschik, shor’reem, 
hilloo, lom’theem, birkathee, daltha, zilpih, 
pilhah, himleek, shiilchin, hay’sor, liyamdsh, 
chalom, shilachtee, Aadalt, nard, yisrisxal, nim- 
rtsoo, yhovih, shomrah, x*ch0z, xendk, n’tsdr, 
barakt, yard, ravt, hin’noo, vay’virék, biltee, 
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nalkih, yalkee, tsdv’vee, >amoriih, vay 'thiv, 
k’thivteev, yavk, mérchik, molkee, muhtir, 
siksakt, yaft, halithrosh, xethdm, chndk, choshi- 
sheem, rdm’moo, m’sho?¢teem, shd#¢o00, sartém, 
yu’xoo, yikr’voo, tashk, whithkilkxlt vhish- 
tach*veethi. 
EXERCISE xy. Ea 
Pronounce the following words; also state 
which of the Sh’vag occurring in each word are 
vocal, and which sélent ; and for what reasons. 


Be e > & a Rei iy : v 
123043, 717, ON, Ja, j=), MOP, O27, vi3, T3 


aa | 


17929, BOD, oonbuze, ona, PAID, tN, 139, 


ae v > x é ra) . &vV Vv 
TIO) PEESE?, Pp. HEY, TR, TK, aed, why, 


T\ 


FP, WWM, nein, sop, bos, sete, aay, 
. X A . . . \ . . > b Me y - b h 
Ore22, OBE, Pea, we, wradenn, stan, 


. De : ' Ags, 5 
MMI, ND, 25, noup, WN, ATan, nina 


ue 
fe 
a, mama, bep, nants, 


pt, "220, 9905, hy, 
i Peete nt Paes 
BYTON, MYM, 92, NI, owe, maXs, Fastin, 


~ 


5 aN ‘ Vv .v 
TOM, ST, W2,3R, NINN, AI, Hint, awe, 


af ? 





ee eee 
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antes, mem, Nie, Din, 1 cho, “32, aha, 
HON", +83, babD?, nea, nye, box, PEt, 
asia, nN, M2, ae "58, nban, 123, 

nonbben, noe, aia PBD, you, 


Natl ays vod, %O, Ww 


§ 4, SYLLABLES. 


1. Every syllable, and therefore every word, 
must begin with a consonant. The conjunction 
) = and (prefixed to words whose first letter is 
vowelless, or is a labial, 2, 0, or 5),is the sole 
exception to this rule; e.g. $729, 523). 

2. Open syllables are those which end in a 
vowel sound; ¢.g. "JN = i-nee. 

3. Closed or shut syllables are those which 
end in a consonant ; Op. 

4. Long vowels stand regularly in open sylla- 
bles; "72°57. 

5. Short vowels stand regularly in shud sylla- 
bles; OnA7. ; 

6. An accent (§7, 3-§ 10) may reverse rules 
4 and 5, and allow a long vowel to stand in a 
shut syllable, or a short vowel in an open one; 
e.g. INT = yi-r-00, NWI? = lé-vish-ta. 

7. In reading Hebrew, Vocal Sh’va may be 
regarded as forming a sort of open syllable. 
n>up = ka-?-la, 

8. No syllable can contain more than a sin- 


ie ee 
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gle vowel. Two concurring vowels, as, @.2. in 
our word “lion,” never occur. See Rule 1, 


EXERCISE xvi. 


Divide each word in Exercises Ene rere 
and XV. into its component syllables ; give the 
reason why each syllable is open or closed; and 
also whether the syllable has its proper vowel, 
together with the reason for it, 


§5. DAGESH. 


1. The dot in nm, ©, 3, 5, 3,3 is called the 
Dacrsu Leyz, and serves to give to these 
letters, called aspirates their hard Sound, e.g, 
©» = ph, or f, while 5 — P; 0=th, while mn —t. 

2. A Dacesn Forrp is a simple dot which 
may be placed in the bosom of any letter, 
except the gutturals, viz, 8,7, , >, and some- 
times 4, 

3. Its effect is to double the letter in which 
it stands; e.g, Dp = Aie-cal, win = hiig-gish, 
Kab-bath must be Written SDD, not 7235. 

4. It is never found in a vowelless final letter 
of a word, except in Ax and noi. 

5d. It is very rarely found in the first letter 
of a word. 

6. When it occurs in an aspirate, n, D, Fg Abs Bp 
it not only doubles it, but also ives it the hard 


7 oe eee 
ee | 


—— 





nen 
ee 


ee 
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sound ; hence it ig both forte and lene ; e.g. 37, 
the dot in 5 is, of Course, lene, but the dot in 5 
makes the letter b, and also doubles it, so thes 
the word is Pronounced dib-bar. 

7. The Dagesh in an aspirate can easily be 
determined. If a vowel sound precede ite it 
must be Dagesh Forte ; if a silent Sh’va precede, 
it is Dagesh Lene; eg. "22, the Dagesh in 5 
must be forte. In "©, OMS", and nbup the Da- 
gesh is lene, « 

8. Double Vay (5) has the Same form ag 
Shoo-rék (1). When the preceding letter hag 
a vowel, 1= double V; otherwise it is 00; e.g. 
Op = kiv-vaim: but DP = koom. 

9. In regard to Syllabication, the letter in 
which Dagesh Forte stands, closes one syllable, 
and also begins another. 


EXERCISE XVII. 


Write in Hebrew characters the following 
words. 


g’shee, l'thittee, hinnénnee, hisséh, tittammam, 
vatt'fall’amo, kdssoo, nittattém, ykoonnénnoo, 
yadd’kinnih, hinnibbeethi, Vattissibbee, 
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EXERCISE XVII. 


Divide each word into its component sylla- 
bles. If Sh’va occurs, state why it is vocal 
or silent. In the aspirates, state whether 
Dagesh is lene or forte. And when they have 


no Dagesh, give reason for its omission. 
‘PST, TNS, APBD WES, THM, NP, BT TER 
peda, 11, OTS, BAB, O22, IST, HSN, 


ynd, DDT, "70, wyeEAI, TREN, II, NES, 
nie, nba, aa, Dann, We. NT, TRE WE. 
wan, FOR, TaTR, HITZ, Pes, THEN, MET 
sion, Depy), PhD, THN, PMR, BAM, TAN 
syqer, ta, ThE, WIEN, TEIN, TPL, sr, 
sar, 979, "Ta52, Maw, ANA, hnas, np", 
qaun, MW, NIA, 520, F278, YARN, "MORN 


ages, OAR, IT, WobwtL, ORMI, MMS, CN, 


§ 6. PATTACH FURTIVE. 
1. When Pattich is written under either ¢ 
the gutturals , 4, or?, standing at the er 
of a word, it is called furtive, and is pr 





ae 
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nounced before the guttural, instead of after it; 
é.g. 757 = rooach, not roochi. 

2. If a final vowelless letter follow the gut- 
tural pointed with Pattach, the Pattach in this 


case is also furtive, e.g. 37) = yYichd, not yi- 


chad. Forms of this sort are, however, com- 
paratively rare. 

(a) In order to pronounce the furtive Pat- 
tach, lay the stress of voice on the vowel 
preceding the guttural, and just touch the 
Pattach; somewhat as % in the English words 
trial, vial, ete. 

(6) ‘Analogous to this Pattach is our use of 
a furtive € before r, after long 6, 1, 7; e.g. here 
(sounded héer ), fire (fier), pure (pier).” . 

3. Pattach Furtive never forms an additional 
syllable; e.g. in 919, the syllable is closed, and 
the Pattach is simply wedged in between the 


, and the n. 


EXERCISE XIX. 
Examples for pronunciation. 
ZiNg, TH, TQ, My, way, mow, wa, mb 
m3, 299, 200, m3, mM, mn, 22, man, mara, 
722, SQ, nie, 279, mode, mdy, mtn, 
AMD, Mba, 2ean, Mpa, nidox, now, an, 


NT, 
5 
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§ 7. MAPPIK, MAKKEF, AND METHEG. 

1. Mappik (dringing out, or altering) is a dot 
ina final 4, and serves to show that it is a con- 
sonant, and not a mere quiescent letter. Thus, 
in 733, 4 is a consonant, and closes the syllable. 
In 433, 4 is a quiescent, and merely prolongs 
the sound of Kaméts, while the syllable is open. 

(a) Mappik cannot be confounded with Da- 
gesh Forte, as the latter never occurs in gut- 
turals, or final letters. 

2. Makkéf (binding together) is a short horizon- 
tal bar (or hyphen) between two or more words; 
€.g. 277M, Tegvaow-oa, borwa-be-ny. 

(a) When words are so connected, only the 
last word has an accent, and the vowel in the 
final syllable of the words preceding the Mak- 
kef is generally short. 

3. Meéthég (a dridle) is a small perpendicular 
line (,) placed on the left of the vowel which 
stands in the second syllable before the tone. 

(a) Its usual position is by the votvel of the 
antepenult; never in the ult or penult; e.g. “SUP. 

(0) Its force is that of a secondary accent, 
analogous to that on the first syllable of our 
words undertake, animation. 

(c) Polysyllabic words sometimes have two 
or more Methegs; e.g. yngn2%. 

(d) A vowel with Metheg i is usually long. 

(¢) The place of Metheg is often supplied by 
one of the consecutive accents. § 10. 
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§ 8. KAMETS AND KAMETS-CHATOOF. 


The surest guide for distinguishing between 
long & and short 6 (both represented by one 
sign, viz. _) is the grammatical derivation of a 


' word. 


For the beginner, the following rules will 
serve as a guide. 

1. The sign _ is short 6 in a closed unaccented 
syllable. 

2. The sign _ is short 6 in an open syllable 
only when followed by Kamets-Chatoof or by 
Chatef-Kamets. 

3. Or, to express the rules in a different 
way, the sign ~ is short 6 when followed by, 

(1) Dagesh Forte: "39 = ronnee ; 

(2) Makkef: by = kil; 

(3) Kamets-Chatoof: »7a25 = hdvomihee : 

(4) Chatef-Kamets: sn2 = boch’ree ; 

(5) Sh’va, without an intervening Metheg: 
m20 = shoOmrih; or, 

(6) When it stands in a closed final sylla- 
ble, with the accent on the penult: 
ops) = vayyaikom. 

Rem. 1. Case (5) is the only one which causes any perplexity. 
It is necessary to determine whether the syllable in which = stands 
is open or closed; to discover this we must know whether the Sh’va 
is vocal or silent. To tell whether the Sh’va is vocal or silent 
(unless it is. followed by an undageshed aspirate, § 5, 1, when, of 


course, it is vocal) we must know whether the preceding vowel is 
long or short, which is the very point in question. 
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But a general practical rule is to regard the — when followed 
by ~ without an intervening Metheg as short 5; e.g. "Up = huilee, 
while Up = kifloo. 

A Dagesh Forte between the = and the — of course determines 
the sound as short 6, even though the — be accompanied by Metheg ; 
€.g. FID = 30z2z’ka. 

Rem. 2. Metheg also commonly stands by the Kamets-Chatoof 
when it is followed by another Kamets-Chatoof or by Chatef-Kamets 
(Cases 3 agd 4). It is only when — is followed by — that the 


T 


Metheg is of use to determine the sound as i. 


4. The first —in the two anomalous words 
D°w4P and Dwr is short 5. Pronounce kothii- 
sheem, shoriisheem. 

5. In all other cases besides those above 
mentioned, _ is long #; viz. in open syllables, 
whether accented or not, whether they have a 
quiescent letter or not, and in accented syllables 
whether they be closed or followed by Dagesh 
Forte. 


EXERCISE XxX. 


Write in Hebrew characters the following 
words. 

Nore.— Be careful to insert Metheg and silent Sh’va in their 
proper places. : 


Yok«al, bdtneem, vayyi'rom, bottakém, shim, 
ronnoo, hdsmiith, lak, gdfreeth, y chonki, chon- 
nanoo, xdzna, halgkti, habbodtteem, kol-d’vir, 
kal, kothkoth, shilosh, kdshrih, kash’rih, yish- 
morkém, yashdvr porolkém, yoomith, vayya- 
moth, sdklah, higgiimal kol-bisiir,  5v°l6, 
kOt6vka, shofk’ki, m’millaik. 
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EXERCISE XXI. 


Pronounce and write in English characters 
the following words. Give the reason, in each 
case why the sign — is long 4 or short 0. 


Notse.— The accent is on the last syllable, except where other- 
wise marked by '. 


“ph, aba, wpa, moba, stn, 2e2, B73 
"773,09, “SD, ANT, DAT, WQEU, "WIP, NE, 
1272, ie , bn, 7250, 20, Fawp, NzD, MI, 
qn, mb", JINN, 9m, OED, IT, WW, TN, 


2 


Ly 
+ ot 


Dew, 9291, DWP, 2, 37, OF, HIF, 1, 
moa, >, EM, MEDI, wr, JOEL MTN ae 


qna"1, PAT, HY, TIN, aan MEW, SIT NZ 
oma, Bzapr, FIN. WNW, TO, 2, a2, 
prez, DIE, 2, NT, TA, bwa, we, 


cd-anzm), oven, abiecpnb, amtn, mI, 


tte 


sapa, oni, D5ND, 19, ne bas, min, 


mast, IN, NI, Wy, OT, oN, ndI, 


\ 
' i} 
ee eR eee, opn, shen, nel, 


Pi 
Vin? 


pata, var, thts, ova, OAS, DIONA, HET, 

or nae 478, m2, “PR, PHEwT, “eR, DIP, 
é i} 

"OP, DQQTE, NOE, FNIN, MSHI, “NEy, OST, 


rT: * 
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as 2 of 
170, T2PN, DIAN, Davm, dd, Mpa, 33, 2054, 
A tr Crit Sear yf ar < Pree: oe Tee 
RI ADT WB We TID, bm, ows, ana, 
‘BAW, HIND, Fa-bwn-, 


—§ 9. VAV AND YOTHE AS CONSONANTS. 


1. (a) Whenever Viy is preceded by any 
other vowel than Shoorék, Kibboots, or Cho- 
lém; or whenever Yothe is preceded by any 
other vowel than Cheerék, Tsara, or Ség6l; or 
(6) whenever they receive Dagesh Forte; or 
(c) have a vowel or vocal Sh’va; or (d) stand 
at the beginning of a word, they are treated as 
consonants, viz. v or y; thus 1, = ay, as in 1; 
1_ = av, as in 3; 1_={@y, as in 12; 1. = 6v, as 
in 2; 1. =I, as in oy; 1. (like 1_) = div, as 
in "23, pronounced biiniiv. 

Thus *_ or *_ = ai,” as in aisle (not like ai in 
pail), "7% = tsiral; %) — oy, sounded not like 
oy in boy, but more like oce, e.g. A = goee; 
“1 = ooy, like uoy in buoy, i.e. ooee; e.g. "D5 = 
gilooee. 

As the forms in which Yothe takes Dagesh 
Forte cause the beginner some perplexity, the 
pronunciation of some of these forms is here 
given. 


* Whenever ai occurs in this section, it is always to be so 
pronounced. 








————o 


oa 
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"_ = eeyee,; €.g. OS — tsee-yeem. 


mi = eeyih, mx — tsee-yah. 

{2 = eeyd, i? = tsee-yon. 
mi. = eeyeh, mx — tsee-yéh. 

7. = eeyoo, y= = tsee-yoon. 
“5_ = alyee, p""n = chal-yeem. 
s3_ — alyal, “1 = chai-yal. 
m_ =alyah, mr = chai-yah. 
“5_ = alyo, natn = chat-yoth. 
49_ = ooyo, rio = malkoo-yoth. 


2. (a) When the full form for Cholem (4) has 
a vowel under it, it is to be read Ov, and not 
simple 0; e.g. mi5 = lovah, not 10-ah. 

(6) If the preceding letter has a vowel or 
vocal Sh’va, 4 is to be read vO; e.g. 719 = Davon, 
not »a0n, for two vowels can never thus concur. 

EXERCISE XXII. 

Pronounce the following words. 

State whether 4 or *, whenever either of them 
occurs, is a consonant or a quiescent, and why? 
TR, TAN, TEN, TEN, HN, DN, ON IAP; Swan 
TD, [OAD, ONT, TT, Wey, THM, Wer, DAN, 
Taw, 51, TEM, PDs IPD, TMS, 12, TN, 
"Sy, 7770, WOM, "MOD, "MIO, NII, MY, PO", 
my, DDD, MADD, MW, MOG, OI, WI, 2e*, 


2, ne ne, PASS: mas 7; BRR, nr, (iene 
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TON, DMDN, Up, “orn, Dy, my, MI, “Dy, 
ME MAD, PAI, BOM, 8, 7, eB, abe, 2, 
wn, “77, "Id, 278, "IDS, oN, 7", 7954, “TT, 
"2 MEZ, SM, “QD, “ES, 03, NEN, man, Bp, 
STF TN WN, PPS, Mp, wah, mee, whey, 


NPR, Wap, w77, TS"7, 3095, o5r, TIE, Os, 


Bi 6 
MMPs MT, FB, 73, TH, ip, mad, m2, one, 


min, ni, TP, mT, Dos, Hips 23, 5h; “P, 17, 


Cy, nit, WD, MASP, PSA, mm, 


§ 10. ACCENT. 


1. In addition to the vowel points, Dagesh, 
Mappik, Metheg, etc., Hebrew words in the 
Bible are furnished with accents, which indi- 
cate either (1) the tone-syllable, or (2) the 
Syntactical relation which each word of a 
Sentence bears to the rest. 

2. The following is a list of the various 
forms of the accents, with their names. 


1. — Sillook. 10. - Pashtii. 19. 1 P’seek. 

2. — Athnich. 11. = Zarki. 20. — Mooniich. 

3. = Mérki. 12. — Y’theev. 21. - Kadmi. 

4. — Tifchih. 13. + Gérésh. 22. — Double Mérki, 
5. = Zakef Katon. 14. = Double Gérésh.! 23. = Mahpik. 

6. = Zakéf Guthol. 15. = Great T'lishi, | 24. - Shalshél&th. 

7. = Ségholta. 16. = Little Tisha. | 25. — Dargii. 

8. = T’veer. 17. — Karna Fara. | 26. =. Y’rach. 

9. — R’veex. 18..— Pazér. 














~~, 
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3. These forms, except the first two, need 
not now be learnt. It suffices to remember, 
that if there be but one accent on a word, it 
generally denotes the éone syllable, i.e. the 
syllable upon which the stress of voice is to be 
laid. If there be two different accents on a 
word, the second one marks the tone; but if 
both accents be alike, then the first marks it. 

4, Monosyllables, unless followed by Makkef, 
have the tone. In most words, the wltimate 
syllable has the tone; e.g sito “xin. In words 
that have — in the Ss ne tone is on the penult; 
eg. 700 = mek. The tone is also on the pe- 
nult in words preceded by 1; a0" "1 = vayya'shov. 

5. The tone can only be on "the ult or penult, 
never on the antepenult. 

6. The mark : called Sof-P’sook always sepa- 
rates the verses, and takes the place of our — 
period. The Athnach _ stands about the mid- 
dle of the verse, and divides it into two clauses. 
[In poetry the Merka serves the same purpose]. 

7. The syllables that have Sillook (which 
occurs only under the last word of a verse, 
immediately preceding Sof-P’sook) or Athnach 
are said to be “in pause.” Hence the vowel 
of such syllables is usually lengthened; e 
227 in pause becomes 357. . 

8. The Sillook _ can never be confounded 


with Metheg _, as the former stands only under 
6 
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the last word of a verse, and then always under 
the tone-syllable, while Metheg never stands un- 
der the tone-syllable. 


EXERCISE XXII. 
State upon which syllable the stress of voice 
is to be laid in each word of the first chapter 
of Genesis ; and for what reasons. 


§ 11. K’REE AND K’THEEYD. 


1. Kree means marginal reading. K’theey 
means the text. A star * or circle ° over a word 
in the text directs the attention to the foot of 
the page. 

2. The vowels under the consonants of the 
word in the text belong to the consonants iin the 
margin, not to the word in the text. Thus, in 
Jer. xlii. 6, the text has 128, the margin has 
12738, therefore 23x is to be pronounced TIN. 
The proper vowels for "28 would be nN; ef. 

-1 Sam. v. 6; 2 Kings xvii. 16. 

3. If a word in the text has no vowels, it is 
regarded as superfluous; e.g. Jer. li. 3. 

4. When vowels alone are found in the 
text, the consonants to which they belong are . 
printed in the margin. Thus, in Judges xx. : 
13, * stands in the text; in the margin we 
have "23; cf. 2 Sam. viii. 3; 2 Kings xix. 31, 37. 

5. There are a few standing K’rees which are 
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unnoticed in the margin ; e.g. xin [in the Penta- 


teuch| should always be pronounced Hee, not 


Heev. 720 = yissikir. The Jews super- 
stitiously refrain from pronouncing the Divine 


_ Name 71m, but always pronounce it ¢hdnai, 


whose vowels it is pointed with. However, we 
usually read it as it is pointed, and pronounce 
it Jehovah. If "35x precede it, it is pointed 
m7, which a Jew would pronounce ¢ldheem. 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE STUDENT. 


Notr.— The following chapters are inserted for practice in 
reading the text, and in applying the foregoing rules. These 
“directions” will indicate to the student the several. points to 
which attention should be paid. 


1. Practice reading these chapters aloud, 
until they can be read with accuracy and ease. 


2. Divide each word into its component syl- 
lables, and give the rule for each syllable. § 4. 


3. Give rule for the use of each vowel that 
occurs. § 4, 4-7, 


4. Distinguish the vocal and silent Sh’vas. 


5. In case of each Sh’va, state why it is 
vocal or silent. § 3. 


6. Distinguish Dagesh Lene from Dagesh 
Forte. § 5. 


7. Note final letters and dilated letters. 
8. Note the quiescent letters, § 2, 3-4, 
9. Select the words in which Mappik occurs. 


10. Select the words in which Pattach Fur- 
tive occurs. ~§ 6, 


11. Find instances in which Cholem coin- 
cides with the diacritical point of w. § 2 5. 

12. Find the words in which Kamets-Chatoof 
occurs. § 8, 
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APPENDIX. 


In compliance with the wishes of some of my students, I have here 
added a few pages containing some rules for the formation of the 
regular verb, together with the characteristics of the various parts 
of the verb, of the noun, and of the suffixes. 


I. FORMATION OF THE REGULAR VERB. 


1. The stem of the verb is the third mase. sing. pret. Kal, and 
consists of three radical letters. The second radical is pointed with 
—, the vowel of action, the first radical receiving pretonic Kamets. 
(Green, § 82, 1.) dup. 


Intransitive verbs take ~ or — with the second radical. 


From the stem are next formed the six conjugational stems: viz. 

(1) Nipwat by prefixing Nun (3) to the stem bup. >upy which 
(Green, § 61, 1) becomes Dupo. 

(2) Prex, by doubling the middle radical by Dagesh Forte (thus 
doubling or increasing the force of the verb), and pointing the first 
radical with —,* and the second with —. bop. 

(3) Puat, by doubling the middle radical, and pointing the first 
radical with —, and the second with ~. bop. 

(4) Hiputt, by prefixing nm to the stem (in order to pronounce 
the vowel more strongly), and pointing it with —,* also placing ‘— 
with the second radical. b»zpn. 

(5) Horwat, by prefixing 4 pointed with = (or —) to the stem. 
Supn. 

(6) Hirnpart, by prefixing rn (the reflexive pronoun) to the 
original form of the Piel; viz. dup. >UPMT. 


* Contrary to the analogy of all the other forms of these Conjugations in 
Hebrew, as well as to all the forms of these Conjugations in each of the kindred 
languages. 
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2. From each of these seven stems is formed an Infinitive 
absolute, — : 

(a) In the Kal by changing the last vowel to 4. dinp. 

(4) In the Miphal (sometimes by changing the last vowel of its 
stem to -, e.g. Sup?) generally by prefixing 7 (a relic of 477) to 
the stem, assimilating the 3 and representing it by Dagesh Forte 
(up), inserting pretonic — under the first radical (bupn), and 
changing the ult. vowel of the stem. to Cholem ; e.g. dupn. 

(c) In the Prel and Pual, by changing the ult. vowel of the stems 
to -, and in the Piel by placing the original vowel of its stem, (viz. 
Pattach), under the first radical ; e.g. disp, bup. 

(d) In the Hiphil and Hophal, by changing the ult. vowel of the 
stems to Tsara (—), and in the Hiphil by restoring the original 
vowel, i.e. —, to the prefix n; e.g, uPA, dup. 

(e) In the Hithpael, by changing the ult. vowel of the stem to 
Cholem ; e.g. bepnn. If the first radical be a stbilant, the nm will be 
transposed with it; if-a dental, the n will be assimilated to it by 
Dagesh Forte. 

Remarx.—It will be noted, therefore, that Cholem in the ult. 
usually marks the Infinitive absolute. 

3. From each Infin. absolute is next formed an Infin. construct, — 

(a) In the Kal by rejecting the pretonic Kamets, 

(6) In the Miphal by changing — to —. 

(c) In all the other Conjugations by changing the ult. vowel so 
as to correspond with the ult. vowel of its conjugational stem. 

4. From each Infinitive construct is formed a Future ; by pre- 
fixing the personal preformatives *, 4,8, 3, dropping the m of the 
Inf. in Niph., Hiph., Hoph., and Hithpael, and giving its vowel to 
the personal prefix. These prefixes, abstractly considered, are of 
course pointed with Shtva. 

5. From the second person of the Jussive Future (Green, § 97, 2) 
in all cases are formed the Imperatives, by simply dropping the 
personal prefix 4 (which is superfluous in the Imp.) and restoring 
the 5 if it originally stood in the Infnitive construct. 

The Pual and Hophal being pure passives, have no Imperative. 

6. The participles (being verbal nouns) are mostly formed from 
the Infinitive construct. 

(a) In the Kal, however, the arbitrary forms dap bawp are used. 

(2) In the Niphal the form up (formed after the analogy of the 
participles of intransitive verbs, i.e. from the conjugational stem) is 
used. 
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(c) In the other Conjugations 2 is prefixed to the Infinitive, the 
1 is dropped, the » taking its vowel instead of >» and the last 
vowel of the Infinitive, if short, is lengthened. 


TABULAR VIEW OF THE REGULAR VERB, to illustrate these rules. 

Kal. Niphal. Piel. © Pual. | Hiphil. © Hophal. Hithpael. 

Stems up 5up2 dep: dup been bypn bupnn 

Inf. abs. Sixp depm bap >ep bupn oo >bupn = bypnn 

Inf.con. d2p dup dup bop «oo eepm «o bepm |beprn 

Futures >2p2 dup. dup bup? — bes dup? bupm 

Impera. Sop bupn  dop | bopn byprn 

Particip. Sup >up2 burp tupe bepe bepe >dupna 
damp 

For the explanation of the personal affixes of the Perfect or 


Preterite, and of the prefixes of the Future, cf. Green, § 85, 1. a., 
and for the vowel changes, cf. § 85, 2. a. 


Il CHARACTERISTICS OF THE VERB. 
In looking at a form of the verb, having removed its suffixes, 
first determine its tense or mode, 


1. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TENSES. 

The Future may be known by its prefiz },n,4, 8. 

The Perfect has affixes, but no personal prefixes. 

Rem. — The Jmperative also takes affixes, but cannot be mistaken 
for the Perfect, as the vowels under the first radical in the Kal and 
Piel, and under the = in Hiph., differ; while in the Niph. the sa 
takes the prefix n, the Perf. having }. 


2. CONJUGATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS. 

(A) If a verb be in the Future, the vowel under the prefix marks 
the Conjugation. 

This vowel in the regular verb, in the Kal and Miphal is —, in 
Piel and Pual invariably ~, in Hiphil —, in Hophal = or = =, in Hith- 
pael, n>. 

The Miphal may be distinguished from Kal, by the = under the 
first Radical immediately after the prefix. dup: bups. The Piel 


from the Pual by the vowels under the first radical. 
8 
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As these vowels under the prefixes are, in the various classes of 
verbs, liable to mutations caused by the- presence of weak letters, 
ete., the following table may be found useful in most cases, not only 
for determining in what conjugation the future tense of a verb is 
found, but also to what class it belongs, thus serving the student as 
guide for tracing out the root. : 












































Class. Kal. | Niphal.| Piel. | Pual. | Hiphil. | Hophal. |Hithpael. 
Reg. Verb, —(=) =(@)"l+@)\+G)"| = =(2)| sw 
> guttural, | | 
5 guttural, 

ND | 





















































* These occur only under 8. The other yowels in brackets occur only in 
exceptional forms. Where no yowels are printed the vowels are the same as 
in the Regular Verb. 


It will be be observed that the vowel under the prefixes of the 
Future varies chiefly in the Kal, Hiphil, and Hophal Conjugations. 
To illustrate the method of using this table, take asviin: the vowel 
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with the prefix is i; referring to the table we find that the conjuga- 
tion is Hiphil, and, casting the eye to the left hand column, that it 
is a "» verb; 38> is therefore the root. 

Or, take nsp2. The vowel of the prefix is —, therefore, by the 
table, the form is in the Kal or Hiphil conjugations, and the verb 
belongs to the class 93 or 19. The vowel "— or — under the radical, 
will readily distinguish the Aiphil from the Kal in these classes 
of verbs; e.g. Kal xp, Hiphil mp2; Kal 362, Hiphil 30. 


(8) If the verb (having an affix) be in the Preterite, 

3 prefixed marks the Miphal, 

Dagesh Forte in the middle Radical marks the Piel and Pual. 

Exc. Verbs » guttural, of course omit the Dagesh, but lengthen 

the vowel under the first Radical to — in the Piel, and to = 
in the Pual; e.g. Piel 5»:, Pual >¥5. Verbs wy double the 
third Radical, which form verbs »» borrow. 

n prefixed marks the Hiphil and Hophal. 

mn prefixed marks the Hithpael. 


3. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PERSON. 


Preterite Tense. Affix °- or 12 denotes the 1st person. 
Affiz ™,0m, jm denotes the 2d person. 
Affic = or 4 denotes the 3d person. 
Fourvure Tense. Prefix 8 or 5 denotes the 1st person. 
Prefix ™ denotes the 2d person. 
Prefix » (or M) denotes the 3d person. 


4, CHARACTERISTICS OF NUMBER. 


Affixes 2, }, 3, 2 denote the Plural. 


5. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE INFINITIVE AND IMPERATIVE. 


Infinitives and Imperatives have the conjugation denoted as in 
the Preterite, except: the Miphal, which takes the prefix m and also 
Dagesh Forte in the first Radical, except in verbs 5 guttural. 


6. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PARTICIPLES. 


Niphal Participle begins with 5; all the rest (except Kal) with 
2, and the conjugation is denoted as in the Future, i.e. by the vowel 
accompanying the prefix. 


60 APPENDIX, 


OO CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NOUN. 
Mascuring, 
Singular. 
Absolute has no characteristic termination. 
Construct is like the Absolute ; except in case there is a mutable 
vowel in the Absolute it is generally shortened or rejected. 

Nore. — Kamets and Tsara rarely occur in the construct. 
Nouns in > make their Construct in ne. 

Nouns in *~ make their Construct in . 


Plural. 
Absolute ends in DB’ (rarely in 7 or s—). 
Nore.— Some masculines make their plural in mi (cf. Green 
§ 200 a.). 

Segholates insert ~ before bs; e.g. D1DbD. 
Construct ends in “. 

FEMININE. 

Singular. 
Absolute ends in h_ or mn, (rarely in x=, n=, M2). 


¥ 


Construct ends in r— (or n-). 
Plural. 

Absolute. ni is substituted for the ending of the Singular. 

Segholates insert ~ before this ending ni. 

Construct also ends in mi » before which Segholates revert to their 
original monosyllabic form. 

Duals make their Absolute in nS, their Construct in “=. Before 
i= feminines in n= become ne. 


IV. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PRONOMINAL SUFFIXES. 


First Person is indicated by ‘or >. 
Second Person is indicated by 5. 
Third Person is indicated by FR, 4,0, or}. 


r 


Norte. — + inserted between a noun and its suffix shows that the 
moun is in the plural number ; in the first person singular this 4 
coincides with the characteristic of the suffix. 


If the characteristics as here given are thoroughly committed to 
memory, it is believed that, in most cases, the student will, with his 
previous study of the Grammar, be able to analyze a word at sight. 
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TERMINATIONS OF NOMINAL FORMS. 
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SINGULAR, PLURAL, noise 
Absolute. | Construct, Absolute. Constract.|| Absolute.| Construct, 
No charac- Like 
tnding. | Absolute. aly 2 ss 
P| ne Te D_ »_ 
5 x 7° . ms 
i , 
> ire. = 
QD 
J). ft fo @D.)] 
Segho- Like 
lates. Absolute. Qa es = 2 
nt 
x ‘qe : : 
O- ni mo jon} on 
tT 
: ie 
B) D- rae mh m_ 
-_= be © . PY 
al) mo) mm ny | ma 
n- No 
Pine Construct,| No Plural. 
X_ 
ho- t t 
er nr ne. us = mm 














* These terminations are very rare. 
{ Nouns in p— are not treated as Segholates. 








This Table gives the usual endings of the Noun according to its 
different Numbers, Genders, and States. Through these endings 
the noun may be traced back to its Absolute Singular. 

N.B.— The Masculine Plural termination is added to the Abso- 
lute Singular. The Feminine Plural ending ni is substituted for 
the Feminine Singular termination. 

Before making use of the Table all suffixes and prefixes must be 
removed from the noun. Note, that all nouns which occur with a 
suffix are in the Construct State. 

The Construct Sing. Masc. and the Construct Plural Fem. may 
often be distinguished from the Absolute by the brevity of the vowels. 
Kamets seldom, and Tsara infrequently occur in the Construct. 








3 eee 
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Form for parsing a Verb. — First analyze the form, taking off 
Suffixes, Vay Cony., Prep., ete. Then give Root; Synopsis of the 
seven Conjugations ; Tense ; Person ; Number ; Gender ; Conju- 
gation; Syntax. ’ 

Form for parsing a Noun. — Analyze; give the Abs. Sing.; Abs. 
and Const. Sing. and Plural; Case ; Number ; State; Syntax. 


For Suffixes. — Number ; Person; Gender ; Case. 


For Participles. — Give Stem; Synopsis of Conj.; Conj.; Abs. 
and Const., Sing. and Plural ; Number; State; Syntax. 


For the convenience of the student the characteristics of the 
various forms of the Verb and Noun, as given in detail above, are 
summed up in the Tabular Views on p- 61 and pp. 66, 67. The 
method of using the Tabular View of the Verb is indicated on 
pp. 58, 59 (cf. Table there given). : 

With the Table open before him, the student can not only deter- 
mine the tense, conjugation, ete., of almost any verb he meets with 
in the Hebrew Bible, but is also guided to the root for which he 
is to consult his lexicon, The Table serves for all classes of verbs; 
irregularities, anomalies, ete., being, of course excepted. 

The Table of Nominal Forms (p. 61) while giving the endings 
for gender, number, and state, may also serve to indicate the form 
‘ which is to sought for in the lexicon. 
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TO FIND WORDS IN THE LEXICON. 


In addition to the Tables of Verbal and Nominal Characteristics, 
the following rules will supply the student with the necessary infor- 
mation for finding words in the Lexicon. 

I. Nouns. Reject from the word all prefixes (e.g.2, 3,3, 2, n, 

8, 1), all suffixes, and plural or dual terminations, 
II. Verss. 1. All verbal roots are ¢ri-literal. To obtain this 
root, 
(A) Reject from the beginning of the form, (1) all personal 
prefixes, ",,2,83 (2) all conjugational preformatives, 
2, 4, m4; (3) the participial prefix, 2; (4) the prefix 
| prepositions, 3,2,>,2; (5) the article [scmetimes prefixed 
: : to the participle] and interrogative particle, 4; (6) the 
relative, 8; and (7) 1 copulative or conversive. 
(B) Reject from the end of the form all personal affixes 
(H=,M, 7,1, 0M, 7, 92), suffixes, and paragogic letters. 

(C) Reject all cnserted letters, as i, "-, >, ™. 

2. If after the form is thus divested of its servile letters, three 
letters be left, they are the root. 


8. If but two letters are left, then the verb is defective, and 
wants, (1) an ¢nitial » or 3; (2) a medial» or»; (3) final 
m (very seldom §); or the second radical must be doubled. 
| A knowledge of the Paradigms of the verbs will enable 
the student to determine generally the Class to which the 
verb before him must belong. Dagesh Forte, however, in 
the first of the remaining radicals generally denotes the 
absence of initial > (rarely %). 
Vav (1,4, or 4) after the personal or conjugational prefix 
usually represents initial 9. 
| The inserted vowels (i, 1, or =) often serve to indicate 
4D or "9 verbs. 
If after rejection, as in (A), (B), (C), " remains as the 
third radical, the verb is m>. 
{ Dagesh Forte in the second of the remaining radicals 
| will frequently point out an »> yerb. 
4. If but one letter is left, prefix 3 (rarely ") and add n. 


N.B.— When * Conversive of the Future is removed, the 
prefix that follows it must also be removed with it. 





j 
be 
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The following mnemonic lines by Tregelles may be found of use: 


“The servile letters cast away, 
And if behind three letters stay 
You'll have the root without delay. 
But if you have not letters three, 
The root will then defective be. 
Perhaps the root you seek is one 
Which drops initial Yothe or Noon: 
A medial Yothe or Vav may show 
The letters three you want to know: 
Perhaps the letter which stands second, 
To make the three, must twice be reckoned: 
Or, finally, perhaps you may 
Require to add a final Hay.” 
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